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Introduction  
 
To the Joplin City Council Members: 

We are a changed community.  

The tornado of May 22, 2011 has made an indelible impression across our landscape and our citizens.   The response of the 

community since 5:41 PM on that Sunday afternoon has been nothing short of heroic.  Neighbors have helped neighbors; 

strangers have helped strangers who became friends.  We have all been bound together in a common purpose ς recovery.   

Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ άƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀƘŜŀŘέ ŀƴŘ άƳƻǾƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘέΣ ǘƘŜ /!w¢ Ƙŀǎ ƭƛǎǘŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘƻǇŜǎ ŀƴŘ 

dreams of what a recovered Joplin might look like.  We have heard that citizens want a changed community ς but this time 

changed by us and not Mother Nature.   We have been afforded an opportunity that we never asked for and hopefully will 

never come again.  We have heard time and time again however ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ǿŀǎǘŜŘΦ   

The following pages represent a summary of what our citizens envision for a rebuilt Joplin.   ²ŜΩǾŜ ƭƛǎǘŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

descriptions of improved neighborhoods, school, parks, commercial development and economic opportunity.  ²ŜΩǾŜ 

included conceptual drawings that were the result of the community dreaming together with a group of architects and 

ǇƭŀƴƴŜǊǎΦ aƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΣ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŀ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ Ŏŀǘŀƭȅǎǘǎ Ŧƻr recovery.  We want you to 

know that we are ready to stand alongside the City to achieve these goals.  

Thank you for this opportunity to serve Joplin. 

On behalf of the CART, 

 

 

Chairman 
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CART Vision  
Joplin will set the standard for disaster recovery by demonstrating to America its can-do 

attitude. We will be recognized as a city that encourages green alternatives and healthy 

lifestyles. Through faith and hard work, we will be known for our vibrant business 

community, our commitment to innovative education and neighborhoods that meet the 

needs of all our citizens 
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Overview  
The Citizens Advisory Recovery Team (CART) was formed at the suggestion of the FEMA Long-Term Community Recovery 

Task Force after the tornado on May 22, 2011.  The CART is composed of city officials, business leaders, community leaders 

and residents.   Our purposes are as follows: 

¶ First and foremost, to engage residents to determine their recovery vision for Joplin and to represent their views 

to the community 

¶ To provide a systematic way to address recovery through a planning process 

¶ To bring all segments of the community together to share information and work together 

The CART is divided into four sectors ς Housing and Neighborhoods, Schools and Community Facilities, Infrastructure and 

Environment, and Economic Development.  Each sector is comprised of CART members as well as additional community 

members that work as part of the group.   

Our process has been to gather citizen input, distill the information we received and to develop priorities.  We used that 

information to craft a vision statement and goals.  Each sector used the goals to develop potential projects that could be 

used as catalysts for recovery. 

  

The first citizen input meeting was held during two sessions on July 12
th
 at Memorial 9

th
 and 10

th
 Grade Center and was 

attended by approximately 350 residents.  Large white boards were stationed around the room with questions related to 

each sector.  Residents were encouraged to write their ideas and responses on sticky notes that were affixed to the boards.  

The result was a 50 page booklet that contained every piece of feedback we received.  Sector groups studied the responses 

to determine prevailing themes. 

The second input meeting at College Heights Christian School on 

August 17
th
 ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ άǾƻǘŜέ ƻƴ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ dots posted 

underneath each theme.  Officials from HUD, the EPA and the AIA 

(American Institute of Architects) spoke to residents to suggest how 

sustainable methods could be applied across all sectors as well as 

possible assistance that could be received from government programs.  

We also solicited input by canvassing MSSU, having a booth at 

Boomtown Days and participating in Third Thursday downtown.  The 

Housing and Neighborhood groups visited an event for displaced 

residents that were living in the FEMA temporary housing.  We 

estimate that we have received over 1,500 responses.  The top ranked 




























